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Legal Holidays

“Holidays” shall mean Sunday; New Year’s Day, January 1; Memorial Day, last Monday in May; Independence Day,
July 4; Victory Day, second Monday in August; Labor Day, first Monday in September; Columbus Day, second
Monday in October; Veterans Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day (by proclamation of the Governor), fourth
Thursday in November; and Christmas Day, December 25. Whenever a holiday falls on a Sunday, the day following is
the celebrated holiday.

Retail Selling

The town council of any town shall grant licenses for the sale by retail establishments at any places in that town or city
designated in those licenses, on the first day of the week, commonly called Sunday, and on holidays enumerated in
section 5-23-1.  However, no license shall be issued on December 25 of any year or on that holiday known as
Thanksgiving day, except to: a) pharmacies licensed under chapter 19 of title 5 with a licensed pharmacist who is
employed by the pharmacy and available on the premises to provide pharmaceutical services during all hours of the
pharmacy's operation on said days; (b) retail establishments which principally sell food products as defined in section
44-18-30(J) and which employ fewer than six (6) employees per shift at any one location; (c) retail establishments
principally engaged in the sale of cut flowers, floral products, plants, shrubs, trees, fertilizers, seeds, bulbs and garden
accessories; (d)  retail establishments principally engaged in the sale and/or rental of video  cassette tapes; and (e)
retail establishments principally engaged in the preparation and/or sale of bakery products.

Retail establishments licensed pursuant to this section may be permitted to open for business on Sundays between the
hours of twelve o’clock (12:00) noon and six o’clock (6:00) p.m., except that pharmacies licensed under chapter 19 of this
title, retail establishments which principally sell food products as defined in section 44-18-30(J), and retail
establishments engaged in the sale of pools and pool supplies for the period beginning on March 1st and ending on
November 30 may be open during their normal working  hours. Retail establishments licensed pursuant to this section
may be permitted to open for business during holidays on their normal business working hours.  The city of Newport
and the towns of Westerly, Cumberland and Glocester each may, by ordinance, authorize the retail establishments
within their respective jurisdiction which are licensed pursuant to this section to remain open for business on Sundays
between the hours of nine o’clock (9:00) a.m. and ten o’clock (10:00) p.m. or any portion thereof.

The town of New Shoreham may, by ordinance, authorize the retail establishments within its jurisdiction which are
licensed pursuant to this section to remain open for business on Sundays as set by the ordinance.

Retail establishments licensed pursuant to this section shall be exempt from the provisions of Chapter 40 of Title 11,
entitled “Sunday Laws”, and Chapter 1 of Title 25, entitled “Holidays and Days of Special Observance”, and those
establishments may sell any and all items sold in the ordinary course of business with the exception of alcoholic
beverages.

All retail establishments may sell any and all items sold in the ordinary course of business with the exception of
alcoholic beverages after obtaining a license on those Sundays between Thanksgiving day and Christmas between the
hours of ten o’clock (10:00) a.m. and seven o’clock (7:00) p.m.

Retail establishments engaged in the sale of cut flowers, floral products, plants, shrubs, trees, fertilizer, seeds, bulbs
and gardening accessories, metal goods, locks, tools, and cutlery, including any concession operated by or on the
premises of a larger establishment, shall be licensed, prior to the sale thereof, in accordance with this section, provided,
however, that the hours of operation on Sundays or holidays shall be between the hours of nine o’clock (9:00) a.m. and
six o’clock (6:00) p.m.

Retail establishments engaged primarily in the sale and/or rental of video cassette tapes shall be licensed in accordance
with this section, provided, however, that the hours of operation on Sundays and holidays may be between the hours
of ten o’clock (10:00) a.m. and ten o’clock (10:00) p.m.

All employees engaged in work during Sundays or holidays pursuant to the provisions of this section shall receive
from their employer no less than time and one-half for the work so performed and shall be guaranteed at least a minimum
of four (4) hours employment; except those employees referred to in section 28-12-4.3(a)(4), provided that the work so
performed by the employee shall be strictly voluntary and refusal to work for any retail establishment on a Sunday or
holiday shall not be a ground for  discrimination, dismissal or discharge or any other penalty upon the employee.  The
town council may fix and cause to be paid into the town treasury for each license issued pursuant to this section a fee
not to exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100) and may fix the time or times when the license granted shall
terminate; provided however, that the town council shall not charge a licensing fee to any charitable, benevolent,


